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• Authorized by the State Planning Act of 1985

– State Planning Commission (SPC) prepares, revises and 

adopts the State Plan (every 3 years)

• Sets forth Statewide planning policies and serves as the 

official blueprint for development and redevelopment in NJ.

• First plan adopted in 1992 with significant update in 2001

• State Plan Policy Map

State Development and 

Redevelopment Plan



General Process for Revising 

the State Plan

• Preparation and Adoption of the Preliminary State Plan

– Adopted by SPC on 12/4/2024

– In lead up, staff participated in State Agency Work Group

• Cross Acceptance Process (in process)

– Many hearings (1 per county in 45 days)

– Municipalities must submit cross-acceptance response template to 
the County 

• (Optional for Pinelands municipalities entirely within the Pinelands Area) 

– County compiles responses and works with OPA to  produce a 
“Statement of Agreements and Disagreements”



General Process for Revising 

the State Plan

• Draft Final Plan Release

– Incorporates results of the Cross-Acceptance process

– Includes draft Infrastructure Needs Assessment and Impact Statement

– Six public hearings

• State Planning Commission considers for final adoption



Updated 
Planning Goals

• The preliminary plan is written 
around 10 planning goals

• Economic Development

• Housing

• Infrastructure

• Revitalization and Recentering

• Climate Change (new)

• Natural and Water Resources

• Pollution and Environmental 
Clean-up

• Historic and Scenic Resources

• Equity (new)

• 2024 Comprehensive Planning 
Goal



• The SPC must rely on the adopted plans and regulations 

of the Pinelands Commission for the purposes of 

planning in the Pinelands Area (N.J.S.A. 52:18A-206)

• The Preliminary State Plan continues to acknowledge 

the Commission’s statutory authority for Planning in the 

Pinelands Area through its implementation of the CMP. 

Treatment of Pinelands Area in 

the State Plan



Treatment of 
Pinelands Area 
in the State 
Plan

• The State Plan Policy Map does not 
apply to the Pinelands Area

• 1999 Memorandum of Agreement 
between Pinelands Commission 
and State Planning Commission 

• Ensures lands in the Pinelands 
receive State benefits that are 
afforded to certain Planning 
Areas and planning 
designations (e.g., centers) 

• In the PNR Outside the Pinelands 
Area, SPAs should align with 
Pinelands management areas based 
on MOA





Next Steps

• Continue to attend State Agency 
Working Group

• Monitor the results of the cross-
acceptance process (e.g., Statements 
of Agreement and Disagreement)

• Await drafts of the Infrastructure 
Needs Assessment and Impact 
Assessment and provide comments as 
needed

• Provide comments on final draft of 
State Plan as needed

• The Final State Plan is tentatively 
schedule for distribution in late Fall 
2025



Questions
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